Olny Srmat Peoelpe Can Raed Tishs

I cdnuolt blveiee that I cluod aulacilty uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg. Wiht the phaonmneal pweor of the huamn mnid, aoccdrnig to a rschearcher at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn’t mttaer what oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoatnt tinhng is taht the frist and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it wouthit a porblelm. Tish is bcuseae the human mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. I awlyas tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt!

To the student: This has been circulating on the internet and its author is unknown. Most of us think that we read by sounding out letters and knowing how words are spelled. In fact, this is an example of how we read as we get better at it—not by individual letters or sounds, but by becoming familiar with groups of letters that form words we come to recognize (or in this case, almost recognize!) Decoding sounds is important to figuring out unfamiliar words, but the more familiar we become with whole word patterns and common combinations of letters, the better we can read.









K. Harrigan
