Essay 5: Gen M: Multi-Tasking Generation 

Name _________________
Vocabulary in Context:  Choose the meaning that best fits the context sentence.  The essay is “The Multitasking Generation” (269-272).  The number of the paragraph that the word appears in is listed.  Refer back to it when making your choice. 











_____/10 pts.
A.  Vocabulary—Match the word with its definition:
_____ 1.  commandeered (1)


_____ 2.  concedes (2)
_____ 3.  etiquette (9)


_____ 4.  monitor (10)


_____ 5.  perfunctory (11)


_____ 6.  penetrate (11)
_____7.  quaint (13)

_____ 8.  compulsive (15)


_____ 9.  wrought (16)


_____ 10.  cognitive (17)

B.  Multiple Choice. Choose and circle the best answer. (2 pts. each)

_____/10 pts.

1.  According to the author, multitasking… 
a. has always been a part of human existence.
b. has increased dramatically with the use of internet capable computers.
c. did not exist before the internet

d. both A and B
2.  The 2005 survey mentioned in paragraph 14 found that kids were…
a. spending more time than ever using electronic media—8.5 hours a day, 2.5 hours up from the previous 6.5 hours a day.
b. spending the same amount of time using electronic media, but using “media multi-tasking” to fit more tasks in at the same time.

c. reluctant to “absorb” just one form of electronic media and became angry when asked to stop. 
d. increasingly media hungry and went to great lengths to buy new electronic media.
3.  Stephen and Georgina Cox …
a. are impressed with their children’s technical abilities.
b. worry that family time is decreasing.
c. see the time their kids spend on computers as an increasingly uncontrollable habit.
d. feel each family member is increasingly isolated.

e. all of the above.
4. In paragraph 17 researchers mention possible impacts of increased multi​tasking and use of

    multitasking devices.  These include all of the following except . . . 
a. attending to more and more simultaneous tasks decreases understanding and focus. 
b. reducing one’s ability to sit silently and relax.
c. neuro-degenerative diseases or cancer caused by using cell-phones.
d. multitasking prepares kids for the workplace.
5.  Based on the essay, one can infer that Elinor Ochs… 
a. feels families should get rid of all multitasking devices.
b. did not intend to focus her study on multitasking gadgets.
c. is considered an expert in her field. 
d. Both B and C.
C.  True or False:  Write out the word true or false for each one below. 

_____/5 pts.
___________1.  The Cox family lives in the same house but their schedules are so different they 
                            are rarely home at the same time.
     ___________ 2. Elinor Och’s team has observed parents stop trying to interact with their 
                                 media absorbed child if they cannot get a response.
     ___________ 3.  Gathering food while tending to children is an example of multitasking.
     ___________ 4. Multitasking is a new trend that came about after the creation of computers.
     ___________ 5.  The author believes electronic exchanges are more effective than face to face 
                     communication and body language
Answer the following questions on your own paper using complete sentences.

D.  Paraphrase.  Paraphrase the first three sentence of paragraph 17:   


_____/10 pts.

“As for multitasking devices, social scientists and educators are just beginning to assess their impact, but the researchers already have some strong opinions.  The mental habit of dividing one’s attention into many small slices has significant implications for the way young people learn, reason, socialize, do creative work and understand the world.  Although such habits may prepare kids for today’s frenzied workplace, many cognitive scientists are positively alarmed by the trend.”
E.  Main Idea.  State the main idea of this essay in 1-2 sentences. 


_____/ 5 pts.
F.  Application Essay.  Write two paragraphs in response to these questions.  Use specific examples to support your ideas. 












_____/10 pts.
· Give two examples of your own, or others, multitasking. (2 pts.)

· Describe the effects of multitasking. (3 pts.)
· Then, based on the effects you’ve described, discuss whether or not the researchers’ concern about multitasking is misplaced (paragraph 17).  Be sure to include specific support for your answer.  (5 pts.)
a. having an old-fashioned attractiveness or charm 


b. carefully observe, watch, and/or listen


c. made from iron


d. computer or television screen


e. took charge of, usually by force


f. produced or created 


g. to enter into


h. accepted requirements of social behavior; rules about how to act in certain situations


i. performed as a routine duty; superficial


j. related to the mental processes of perception, memory, judgment, and reasoning


k. admits that something is true 


l. to be on time, not late


m. characterized by an uncontrollable desire or habit















































charm; oddly picturesque: a quaint old house. 





m. 
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