CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME Questions    Harrigan, Reading 91

You will orally respond to these questions, earning a percentage score for your thoughtful and complete answers. Before you answer the question assigned to you, locate proof (as lengthy as needed to include all pertinent information) to support your answers. You will report where you found your answer by citing the appropriate page numbers. Organize your thoughts in complete sentences; take notes on paper to help you. Yes and No answers are not acceptable, so take your time and explain. Your goal is to demonstrate that you have read in-depth and that you comprehend the meaning and implications.

Question 1: Chapters 2 through 89 , pg 1-74
Chapters 2-23, pg 1-14:
1. The chapters alternate between the actual story and information about Christopher’s interests or past. Most novels are not written this way. In the chapters that don’t tell the story, what is the author’s purpose? 

2. Tell about at least three unusual things that Christopher thinks about.

3.  What does Christopher tell the reader about Siobhan, and how does she help Christopher?
4. What items does Christopher have in his pockets? What can you tell about him from these items? 
5. What items do you routinely carry with you? What might someone think about you from the items that you have with you? (List at least three items—perhaps unusual—that you often carry. Tell why you carry them, and what an observer might think about you, right or wrong, if they saw them.)

6. The narrator is Christopher—he tells the story. Tell how the incident with the policeman might be told differently if it was explained to a reader by the policeman, not Christopher. 

Chapters 29- 43, pg 14-28
7.  What are the reasons that Christopher gives for lying (Ch. 37)?
8.  Describe Christopher's relationship with his father. Is it a loving relationship? Is it a difficult relationship for him? Is it difficult for his father? What is your evidence (your reason for believing as you do)?
9.  How does Christopher define "good days?" 
Chapters 53 through  89, pg 26-74
Ch. 53

10. Christopher’s mother dies of a heart attack. A neighbor goes to Christopher’s house afterwards and cooks. She tells Christopher’s father, “We’re going to get you through this.” Who is this neighbor and what do you suspect about this woman? Why do you suspect this? 

Ch. 59

11. Where is the fork, or one like it, that killed Wellington? What does Christopher wonder when he makes this discovery?

Ch. 61

12. What might the neighbor who says, “Perhaps you should be talking to your father about this” mean when she spoke with Christopher? Could this statement have a double meaning? If so, what two things might she mean?

Ch. 71

13. What threats (2) did Christopher’s mother and father make to him?

Ch. 83

14. Why would Christopher make a good astronaut, in his opinion?

15. Christopher learns that his mother had an illicit relationship. Who was it with? Who told Christopher about it?

Questions 2, Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time,

pg 74-144, Chapters 109 to 191

Ch. 103

16. In this chapter we learn that Christopher has a special mathematical talent. Describe his talent.

Ch. 109

17. Explain why Christopher does not feel sad about the relationship between his mother and Mr. Shears.

Ch. 127

18. In this chapter Christopher finds blood on himself. What seems to have happened? Tell why his father was angry and what his father did-- to Christopher and with the book.

Ch. 149

19. What big mystery and surprise does Christopher discover? What does this piece of evidence suggest about his mother’s death?

Ch. 157 

20. Christopher realizes that his father has lied to him. What large lie has his father told him? 

21. What does Christopher’s mother want him to know? What is her life like now that she lives elsewhere?

Ch. 167

22. What admission does Christopher’s father make to him? What are the reasons he gives his son for this act?

23. Why does Christopher run away from his father?

Questions 3, Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time

Pg. 144- end (221)
Ch. 211

24 Christopher had a harrowing train trip to London. From the perspective of one other character on the train, tell about one of the events—the boy’s escape from the bathroom or his catching Toby, for example. Tell this as a kind of story—a narrative, imagining and telling how this other person saw the events. This should be at least one paragraph long.

Ch. 227 

25.  This chapter is the climax of the plot of this story. Tell what makes it the climax, the highest point of tension before the major problems in the story get resolved. Then re-tell this climactic part of the story in about 10 sentences or less.

End of book:

26. Tell what eventually happens regarding Christopher’s math level test.

27. Tell what Christopher’s living arrangement is at the end of the story.

28. Tell about the last we hear of both (each) Mr. and Mrs. Shears.

29.  There is a considerable amount of change in Christopher’s life at the end of the book. Do you feel satisfied with the conclusion of this novel?   Explain your answer by discussing specific at least two specific events that happen as part of the resolution.

