Preparing for an Essay Test
* Different than “objective” tests—not so many “facts.”
* You must organize your thoughts to make good sense.
* Your opinion, with examples, is often needed.

* In English classes you answer a “prompt.”
* The prompt may have more than one part.

* Essay tests are often timed, so you must plan before you test to divide you time.
· You must plan five parts;  preview, brainstorm-outline, write, edit, 
and proof-read.
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Scores in Four Areas
· Instructions--understand directions.
· Organization-logically arrange information and paragraphs.
· Development—thoroughly and directly respond to the prompt.
· Sentence Structure--show knowledge of complete sentence and grammar rules.
· Word Choice—use appropriate words to make the meaning clear.

________________________________
· 45 minutes

· Cross-outs allowed.
· Double space.

Gain Confidence and Gain Points!

Feel Prepared to Take a Test
Before
· Plan to study as you learn--in chunks.
· Write notes in the margins of books and underline key ideas for you.

· Review chunks each study session. 

· 50 minutes or less study sessions.
· Take active breaks-switch modes.
· Don’t pull an “all nighter.”

· Sleep after study.

· Trust your brain to hold information.
· Envision testing with confidence. 
The Day of the Test
· Take sharp pencils/ pen, scratch paper, and your favorite line-width paper.
· Get oxygen. Move to think.
· Arrive early. Find “your spot.”
· Clear your desk.
· Breathe deeply to get a relaxation response.
· See success. Imagine you complete a strong essay and exit with confidence.
Plan Your Essay Test Time 
· Example of a 45 minute plan


(Preview the prompt and instructions 
     (5 min.)
( Brainstorm/outline to organize 


(10 min.)
( Write the essay 
(15 min.)

( Edit for organization and meaning 
(10 min.)

( Proof-read  and correct small errors 
(5 min.)

During the Essay Test Process
Part 1: Preview
· Read and underline parts of the instructions and prompt. Do you understand exactly what you must do? 
Part 2: Brainstorm-Outline

· Use scratch paper to brainstorm or outline. 

· Make sure your topic and main point respond directly to the prompt!

· If you have a five paragraph essay, have at least three supporting ideas 

(select the best three).

· Brainstorm or outline two or three details about your major supporting ideas. 
· Don’t plan your final paragraph yet!
Part 3: Write the Essay
· Indent and double space each paragraph.
· Write a strong first sentence to your introductory paragraph.

·  Include all three supports (for a five paragraph essay) in your introductory paragraph.
· Each support becomes the topic of each of the next series of paragraphs. Use your strongest support paragraph last and use details to talk about only one idea per paragraph.
· Write your concluding paragraph last.

Re-tell your main idea and your main 
supports. End with a strong sentence.
Part 4: Edit
· Breathe. You are not done yet!
· Re-read the prompt and instructions. 

· Read the whole essay and mark problems.
· Is your main idea is clear?

· Does your support explain your main idea?

· Do you stay on topic?

· Are your paragraphs and sentences in logical order?
·  Will transition words help your reader?
· Do you have a title?

· Cross-out and write in changes carefully in the blank lines above the words. Use an insert mark (    ) to add words.
Part Five: Proof-read

· Breathe. You are almost done!

· Read the essay again. 

· Correct punctuation and grammar errors.

· Read backwards to find spelling errors.

· Make changes.

(
Turn in your paper and leave with confidence.
