Paragraphs: Related Theme in Each Sentence
Name__________________________________________Date_____________________
Paragraphs are groups of sentences having a common topic or main idea. Every sentence in a paragraph should support the theme of that paragraph. When a writer wants to use a sentence that doesn’t meet that requirement, it’s time to start another paragraph with the related idea, or to cut the sentence.
Each paragraph contains one sentence that does not belong in it. Underline that sentence. The first one has been done for you.
 1. 
One other unusual thing about Carlos is his eating philosophy. He believes that there is no such thing as a breakfast food, lunch food, or supper food. He’ll eat tuna sandwiches for breakfast if the mood strikes. He often eats pancakes for lunch. He frequently goes to the movies in his pajamas before supper. When it’s finally time to go to bed, Carlos will have a big bowl of Cheerios. 

2. 
Francine was certainly not as popular with her instructors as she was with her peers. She knew that she had earned her back seat in their hearts. She laughed out loud when Dr. Ami made a serious statement about the sad state of world affairs. She wrote mean little poems about Dr. Baker, the literature instructor, and taped them to the bottom of the woman’s desk. Francine’s favorite subject was math. Every day, in every class, Francine would ask instructors, “May we leave early today since we’re not doing much, anyway?’

 3. 
Albert is a collector of peculiar items. He has an extensive stapler collection. His toe nail clipping collection is the topic of much discussion. The vacuum bag collection that decorates his bedroom walls is one of a kind. Albert loves to vacuum his apartment. He has a bug collection, a toy tractor collection, and even a napkin collection. It’s no wonder that Albert's friends call him “The Collector.”

 

4. 
Please write back soon. I want to know how you’re doing in your new place. Have you made many new friends? I have a new car. Tell me if your new house is as large as your old one. Are you still sad about moving? And of course, I want to know if you miss me just a little bit. 
5. 
My grandfather fought in Europe during World War II. His son, my father, fought in both Korea and in Vietnam during those two wars. I went to Paris and saw the graves of relatives who lived during World War II. I have just returned from the war in Iraq.

6. 
Entering the house at just after midnight, Evelyn snuck upstairs to avoid being caught coming in late. She took off her shoes and climbed the stairs, knowing where to step so that they did not creak loudly. She remembered climbing these stairs as a small child when she came in breathless from playing outside—her hair always a mess. Her father heard her anyway, and yelled, “Where have you been? We have been up all evening waiting for you!”

7. 
The woman wearily crossed the prairies with her Welch coal miner husband and the rest of the wagon train. She balked, however, when they got to the mountains and it began to snow. Her husband had loved working in the mines and was the mayor of his Welch town, Llewellyn. Looking into the distance she saw the snow ahead of them and decided that she would turn back. Those traveling with them decided to let her go back—they did not have the energy to stop her.

8. 
Throughout history there have been many inventions. I use my cell phone constantly and worry that it may have become a kind of addiction! When I am out with friends I keep checking for messages and texting. What do you think I can do to change this bad habit?

9. Write your own set of four sentences. Make three relate to each other and write one that does not directly relate. Indent your paragraph.
 

