Narrowing Topic Sentences: What Works and What Doesn’t

When writing a short essay you want to get to the point quickly so that the essay interests your reader. You need to have a strong topic sentence that is not too abstract or general. Read the following sentences to see what makes a good topic sentence. 
1. Too General: 

The world is a wonderful place. 

Too General: The US is a good country to live in.

Narrowed—Better: 

Life is good in Washington State because people like to get exercise.
Narrowed—Better: 

The Southwest neighborhood in Olympia is a pleasant and healthy place to grow up because it has parks, sidewalks, and lanes for bicyclists.

_______________________________________________________________

2.  Too General: Politics is evil.

Too General: The leaders of Nazi Germany were evil.

Too general for a short paper: Hitler killed millions of people in concentration camps.
Narrowed—Better: My neighbor talks to children in the local schools to tell them about the horrors he experienced as a survivor of one of Hitler’s most extreme concentration camps, Ravensbruck. 

____________________________________________________________________

3. Too General: People cheat on their income tax returns.

Too General: People can get in trouble if they cheat on their tax returns.

Narrowed—Better:  My Uncle Frank cheated on his income tax return last year and was audited before he had to pay back the government.

4. You do it! Write a narrow enough topic sentence about eating healthy foods.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
