Name___________________________________   Score_______________

“Fast Food Nation: Behind the Counter” by Eric Schlosser kharrigan f12
Vocabulary: Match the word on the left to the best definition on the right. Write the letter of the definition that matches the meaning of the word as used in the essay. (3 pts each)
_____ crucial (par. 11)



A. loyal to one’s country
_____ automated (par. 4)



B.  refers to self operated machinery

_____ ethos (par. 12)




C. unselfish concern for others

_____demographic (par. 4)



D. fundamental value or character

_____ regimentation
(par. 16)


E. human population








F. critical, very important







G. uniformity, rigid order
Multiple Choice: Circle the entire BEST answer to each question. (5 pts. each)
1. The main point the author makes in this essay is that

A. the restaurant industry is the largest private employer in the Colorado
B. Mc Donald’s corporation has perfected the process of site selection and the standardization of every aspect of its fast food restaurant operations.

C. Using frozen food, young workers, and strict policies, Mc Donald’s has reduced its costs and is highly profitable.

D. Mc Donald’s uses and abuses its teen-age employees who often are too naïve to object.
2. Mc Donald’s intentionally locates its fast food restaurants
A. in relatively poor working class neighborhoods so employees can walk to work.

B. along heavily trafficked highways

C. near areas of high traffic volume where land is cheap and where future suburbs are likely to develop.
D. near malls.

3. Mc Donalds spends a lot of money on advertising. Most customers eat at Mc Donald’s because

A. They are poor and the food is inexpensive.

B. They know exactly what they are getting because all the food is standardized.

C. Mc Donald’s has put microchips in customers that signal them to come in and buy.
D. customers see a familiar sign and turn in to a fast food restaurant to eat on impulse.
4. The author emphasizes that the fast-food industry is characterized by which of the following?

A.  friendliness, young employees, and a love of service on the part of low paid workers.

B. efficiency, quality of service, and clean environment

C. standardization and regimentation 
D. None of the above.

5. The author’s purpose in writing this essay is to

A. explain, in a neutral manner, how food and service are best standardized for profit.

B. criticize fast food establishments for running mom-and-pop restaurants out of their homes.

C. examine some of McDonald’s practices, some of which are possibly surprising to the reader.

D. All of the above.

II. True or False: Put an “F” for False and a “T” for True in the space provided. (4pts ea.)
1. ______The writer’s purpose is to argue that the reader should not eat at fast food places.
2. ______Mc Donald’s prefers to hire young people; older people tend to complain about abuse.
3. ​______ Fast food restaurants tend to hire marginalized workers; immigrants, the elderly, and the handicapped.
4. ______ The fast food industry has had a slow down in growth since mad-cow disease scandal, according to the author.
5. ______ The term “throughput” is the shortening of the number of items on the menu so that fewer employees are required to work at a restaurant.
III. Write a paraphrase of the following statement from paragraph # 2. Use your own words and phrases, keeping the author’s meaning. (15 pts.)
A job at a fast food restaurant became an American rite of passage, a first job soon left behind for better things. The flexible terms of employment in the fast food industry also attracted housewives who needed extra income. As the number of baby-boom teen ages declined, the fast food chains began to hire other marginalized workers: recent immigrants, the elderly, and the handicapped.”__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
IV. In one to two sentences, write the thesis (the author’s main point) of this essay. (15pts)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

V. Do you eat at fast food restaurants regularly> If so, what is the attraction to you. If not, why not? Explain your reasons. (10 points)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
