How to Give an In-Depth Answer

Have you wondered what a teacher means when they say “give specific evidence or examples?” The instructor wants you to prove you have actually read and understand. Writing what you remember does not prove you read in depth. It only proves that you recall others discussing the book, or that you skimmed to find the answer. It goes without saying that an answer of “yes” or “no” won’t work , either.
To give in-depth answers for assignments  in this class, you must use a four step process. Sometimes this seems like a lot of work to show what you know. Your work will show not only that you understand what you have read, but also that you understand what in-depth answers look like!
The Four Part Process:

1. First, go back into the novel and find specific examples or quotes to support your main point. If more than one piece of evidence exists, use three when possible. If you use quotes, you must explain what they mean.

2. Second, plan a clear and complete answer to all parts of a question.
3. Third, begin writing your answer by giving the number of the question answered. Then, restate the question. If you don’t know how to do this, then re-write the question before you begin answering it. Use complete sentences.

4.  Third, cite the pages where you found the evidence. You must cite only one page for each example, quote, or piece of evidence.  Put the page in parenthesis immediately after each example—unless they are all on the same page. If they are on one page, put the page number at the end of the answer.
Example from Brides of Eden
 Question: 
· In Chapter One, the author describes Maud. What does Eva say that others think about Maud?
Wrong type of answer: 

· Others think Maud is a good Christian (4). 
(This is true, but not complete. The page is cited, but here is more to say! Tellwhy others think this.)

Correct type of answer:

· Eva says that others think that Maud is a “good Christian” because when she was only eight years old she got up at revival meetings to get others at church to repent their sins and “get saved.” Eva says that people continue to be impressed with Maud because she continues to do things that show she expresses Christian principles. For example, she helps others with no care for herself; she nurses family through serious illnesses, even typhoid—a very serious and contagious illness (4). 
(This answer gives specific, in-depth detail that proves that you read the material and understand what it means.)
