No Movie Theaters for Me!


When friends want to know what picture won the Oscar in 1980 or who the lead actor was in Jaws, they ask me because I thoroughly enjoy movies. However, I have decided that going to the movie theater is too much trouble. The problems in getting to the theater, the theater itself, and the behavior of patrons are all reasons why I wait for movies to show up on TV.


First of all, just getting to the theater presents problems. Leaving a home on a cold or rainy night is unpleasant. From my house there is a thirty-minute drive to the closest theater. Then there is the hassle of finding a parking space. The line to get a ticket makes me anxious. After hooking myself to the end of a human chain, I worry about whether there will be enough tickets, whether my friends and I can get seats together, and whether people will sneak into the line ahead of me.


Once I have the tickets, there are the problems with the theater itself. In one of the run-down older theaters there is often the musty smell of seldom-cleaned carpets, and the seats are too small for my large frame. In the newer twin and quad theaters moviegoers often have to put up with the sound of the movie next door. Whether the theater is old or new, it will have floors that seem to be coated with popcorn grease and old candy. By the end of a movie, I feel as if my shoes have to be pried off the floor. 


Some of the people in the theater are even more of a problem than the theater itself. Some parents let kids race up and down the aisles. Last time I went to a movie, a group of young teenagers tried to impress each other by talking back to the screen and making disturbing  noises.  Even adults act as if they were at home in their own living rooms, making loud comments and answering their cell phones. People cough and burp, and squirm in their seats.


After arriving home from the movies one night, I finally decided that I was not going to be a moviegoer anymore. I was tired of the problems of getting to the movies, dealing with the theater, and putting up with rude patrons. The next day I called to have cable TV service installed in my home. I can now see movies a bit later than other people, and I am more relaxed and happy watching films by myself.
